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Executive Summary  
The 2014 season was one of the busiest years for the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator (WSBCCCC), but 

a relatively quiet year for bear activity in RDOS. Compared to 2013, calls were down significantly until 

September, when the CO Service began to get very busy inside and outside the RDOS (mostly in the 

surrounding communities of West Kelowna, Peachland and further north to Vernon ς outside the RDOS).   

Naramata receiving Bear Smart Status consumed considerable hours; finalizing details with the application 

and implementation of recommendations from the Ministry of Environment post evaluation meeting and 

in preparation for the award celebration and media events.  

With Naramata having achieved this long range goal, the WSBCCCC turned ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ focus to 

Summerland, the next long standing hot spot for human-bear conflict and wildlife issues. A concentrated 

fall tagging and education program is underway, and a detailed addendum will be added in December 

once the campaign has been suspended for the season. 

Princeton, at the far edge of the region is also on the radar for a more direct campaign for late 2014 and 

2015 as the small hamlet has humanςbear conflicts (garbage) and a large urban deer population which 

attracts other predators. School programs will commence once the teachers have settled into a post 

labour dispute routine and Summerland and Princeton will take the remaining hours for the 2014 

program. 

 

      Figure 1 A WildSafeBC display Gyro Park Penticton ς SPCA Day 2014. 
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Highlights from the 201 4 Season 
The biggest highlight and accomplishment of the 2014 season was the elevation of the community of 

bŀǊŀƳŀǘŀ ǘƻ .ŜŀǊ {ƳŀǊǘ {ǘŀǘǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ΨǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ coordinator and the 

region this year.  

The continuing expansion of the new WildSafeBC program and social media opportunities were also a 

highlight of the program this year. Many residents were glad to see the inclusion of information on other 

species of wildlife and the coordinator found that there was greater program recognition in the region as 

a result.  Keeping WildSafeBC and its messages of attractant management in the public eye continued to 

be a focus this season as well as providing concrete solutions to human-wildlife conflict.        

Bear Smart for Naramata  

On June 23rd, 2014 Naramata was awarded Bear Smart Status from the Ministry of Environment. It was 

the culmination of nearly four years of WildSafeBC (Bear Aware) work in the hamlet through education, 

Bylaw introduction, bear-resistant cart options, and changes to curbside pick-up day. The largest 

component was (and is) the level of community engagement and desire to reduce human-wildlife conflict 

in their community.  

The celebration included many dignitaries including:  MP Dan Albas, MLA Dan Ashton, Mike Badry BC 

Wildlife Conflict Manager, Chief Doug Forsdick of the BC Conservation Officer Service, Inspector Barb 

[ŜǎƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ р ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳŜŘ /hΩǎ from across the region, RDOS Chair Mark Pendergraft and Area E Director 

Karla Kozakevich whose community was awarded the commendation. BCCF was represented by Barb 

Waters. Naramata Elementary School children were a big part of the celebration bringing their specially 

carved, soap stone, bears to show the community and gathered dignitaries.  

Figure 2 ς collage- Naramata Bear Smart event drew all levels media from radio through to print and electronic to Global TV.   
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Presentations  

Presentations were updated and honed for a wide range of audiences this season; to provide insight into 

the reasons human-wildlife conflict occurs and what we can do to reduce it. Presentations were designed 

for kindergarten children through to mature adults and specific to agricultural industry including multi-

cultural agricultural workers. RDOS WildSafeBC has or is booked to give presentations (or demonstrations) 

to the following audiences this season: 

¶ hƭƛǾŜǊ DǊƻǿŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ όнрл ǘǊŜŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

wine growers) - March 

¶ Penticton Girl Guides ς April 

¶ Upper Bench Elementary - May 

¶ Pacific Agra research Station -May 

¶ Canadian Tire Presentation  in store -

May 

¶ Naramata  Elementary (Grade K-5) Nov 

¶ West Bench Elementary  (Grade K-6) 

Dec 

¶ Staff Training ς RDOS (outside workers) 

May 

 

¶ Museum of Penticton ς Wild Camp - 

July  

¶ ATV Jamboree ς Summerland ς July  

¶ Manning Park ς BC Parks Day - July 

¶ Gallagher Lake Homeowners (Oliver BC) 

Sept 

¶ Summerland - Composting in Bear 

Country ς Oct  

¶ South Okanagan Youth Naturalists - Nov 

 

 
Figure 3 WSBCCC Zoe Kirk demonstrating the safe use of bear spray, Manning Park 2014. 
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Displays  

Educational displays at ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΦ 

The display, updated with new banners and materials from BCCF was once again a big hit with people 

and a great place to discuss local wildlife issues with residents (Figure 3). People shared their stories and 

were able to access information and solutions for their own attractant management challenges. 

WildSafeBC spent 17 days at the following local events:

¶ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ  [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾΩǘ 

Conference (3 days)  -March  

¶ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ (2 

days) -July 

¶ BC Wine Grape Council Conference ς 

July (2 days) & Deer Forum facilitator 

¶ Summerland Fall Faire (2 days) Sept 

¶ Princeton ς New Beginnings - Sept 

¶ Challenge Penticton (4 days) ς Aug  

¶ OK Falls ς See Ya Later Ranch Winery 

event - Aug 

¶ Gyro Park SPCA Fundraiser ς Penticton - 

September 

 
Figure 4 Hidden by booth attendees - WSBCCC Zoe Kirk discussing human-wildlife issues at Summerland Fall Faire 2014. 

                          
 

 








