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Executive Summary
The 2014 season was a very busy and productive one for WEBIS&EIkirk Purcelirea. Many new

partnerships for our program were created includpertnerships withthe Creston Valley Wildlife
Management AreaCreston Chamber of Commeyead the Creston ahDistrict Recreation
Departmen. Media releases, sociaetworking, doofto-door canvasing, WildSafeBC public displays
and educational outreach programaiowed us tadeliverthe WildSafeBC message to over thifitye
thousand people. The impact was far reactang stimulated conversation and open diague with
residentsthroughoutthe Selkirk Purcell regicemd beyond

|

Figurel WildSafeBZ Community Coordinatofrish Drinklewith Creston Valley Wildlife Management area director Carla
Ahern.
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2014 Wildsafe BC Highlights

There were many promising developments in the Selkirk Purcell region during the 2014 season.
Community outreach and education has resulted in fewer residents hosting bird feeders on their
property. Many residents were simply unawahat bird feeders were $od source andhat they had
the potential for creaing conflict with wildlife

Focus on unused fruit stimulated direct action by local residdntsinessesand fruit gleaning
organizations. TheWSBC community coordinator directed residemigh an abundance of unused
fruit, to the Harvest Share frugleaning program in an attempt to reduce this potential attractant.
ResidensQinvolvement with the Harvest Share fruit gleaning program proved effective in not only
reducing the amount of unpicked fruit, but brought to light the importance of pickimydisposing of
unused fruit responsibly.

Figure 2 Residents reducing the abundance of unused fruit. Photo Trish Drinkle
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Presentations

TheWildSafeBC community coordinataas busy throughout the year deliveriag§ WSBC
presentations.The relationships developed with other organizations such as the Creston Valley Wildlife
Management area and the Creston and District Recreation complex allowed the WSBC coordinator to
deliver the program efficiently and effectively.

A list of presentations around the Selkirk Purcell territory

9 Junior Naturalist camps x10 1 Creston Valley Chamber of commerce
1 Creston Valley Recreation Complex x 12 1 Moyie River Ranch Presentation

1 Creston Valley Homelinks x3 1 Ymir Tiny Lights Festival

1 Creston Valley Quad Squad

‘ |
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Figure2 WildSafeBC community coordinator Trish Drinkle with students in the CVWMA Junior Natu@distp 2014
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Displays

Educationatlisplays were aeffective and exciting way to reach out to the residents in the Selkirk
Purcell area. Bear, dg coyote, cougarand raccoon brochures were circulated which stimulated
dialogue and provided valuable information. Community events and local retail establishments
provided an effectiverenuein whichto deliver our WildSafeBC messagéngaging resourcgsovided
by WSBC such asea grizzly bear skull, black bear hide, beack cast, teeth and clavs were big hits

andarevaluable tools to engage public participation. Bessistant garbage cans provided by CO James

barber also brought to light the imptance of responsible trash containment and disposal.

Several displays in the Selkirk Purcell drelped deliver theWildSafeBC message.

9 Ymir Tiny Lights Festival i Overwaitea Foods

1 Moyie River Ranch f Home Hardware

1 Canada Day Festival 1 Creston Valley Recreation Complex
1 Creston Vaéy Farmers Market

A
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Figure3 WSBCC Display at the Ymir Tiny Lights Festival 2014
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Electric Fencing

Predator specific electric fencing is a provealtfor reducing wildlife conflictThe WildSafeBC
community coordinatoprovided information pertaining to electric fencing to resideatgithen
directed interestto Gillian Sanders of the Grizzly Electric Fence Proybathfacilitated the
implementation of electric fencing for five residemtsthe area. Moraesidentsare planning to install
electric fences iR015after witnessing firshand the effectiveness of this system

Garbage Tagging

Residents wear extremely compliant in the spring and early summer nhignwith their garbage storage
and collection. Miesummer told a different story for some who became lax in practigssidential
garbage bins were taggedwen gabage was placed out the night betopickup. The bright yellow
warning sticker alerted residents of the potential attractant factor of their garbalgéotal of 26
residents were tagged when they placed gegb out too early for collection. Tleemmunity
coordinator provided follow p which was successful.e$tdents did not repeat the behaviour.

Rural Garbage Management Outreach

Rural garbage dispogabsesa greater challenge faesponsibility andcompliance. Thecommunity
coordinator networked with garbage collection services for rural residienas attempt to reduce
garbage attractants. The collection services were quick to tdetommunity coordinator when they
noticed residents either putting garbageut too early or allowing bins to overflow with household trash.
Thiscooperation allowed theoordinator toeffectivelyfocus effortsdirectlyon the individuals or areas

in need.

West Kootenay Bear Conflict Working Group

WildSafeBC Selkirk Rall community coordinatoparticipates in the West Kooty Bear Conflict
Working group which ian initiative of local bear biologists and the Conservation Offiegvice. This
group is comprisedf representativesrbm the RDCKWildSafeB€ommunity coordinators, local bear
biologists, Conservation Officeend residents interested in reducing humueriidlife conflict.

In the West Kootenays from 2010ctober1®, 2014 the Conservation Officer Service has receBg85

calls about black bears and 388 calls pertaining to grizzly bears with garbage being named as the most
common attractant. The West Kootenay Bear Working group has identified the need for public
availability of bear resistant garbage bins and has &mdd on a project to meet this need. In areas
identified by Conservation officers and WildSafeBC Community coordinators, bear resistant garbage bins
will be made available to residents in need in an effort to further reduce conflict.
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Challenges of the 2014 Season

New Residents:The Selkirk Purcell area is a unique and welcoming aridzet;mand attractsmany

new residents each year. Most move from urban am@ad are unaware of the consequences of
KFoAdGdza GAy3a 6AfREATSOD ¢KS Fryillae 2F gAfREATFS
realize there are séwus implications when wildlife is encouraged to residaripan areas.

Removing wildlife fom the wild: Turtles are one of the most commonly displaced animaiken
Creston valley resulting in the mortality of many Western Painted tuedeh year. Emphasis on the
stress and starvation factaf wildlife in captivity has beewell received,especiallyby the younger
residents in the area.

Resident Rescues=ducational outreach especially in fawning season has been effective with more
NEAARSYyGa gl NB 2F yIFGd2NEQa FFoAfAGe (G2 adz2NBAGS

Migrant fruit pickers: Orchardists and their employees are a constant concern during fruit season.
Many of the workers employed by orchards are migrant travellers residing in primitive c&apsps
are leftunattended filled with garbageand improperly storedoods;they hawe created conflict with
wildlife, especially bears. Continual efforts and outreach with both the pickers and orchardists is
effective but time consuming

Outreach gap:Winter months can be a uniquehallenge witmo scheduled outreacfor WildSafeBC.
Moose,elk, anddeer frequent the trails utilized by many back country enthusiasts such as
snowmoblers, skiersand snowshoerswhichcreates a major potential for conflictResidents continue
to feed urban deer populations in winter monthegainadding to the potential for humawildlife
conflict in the winter months

Territory coverage:The Selkirk Purcell territory is a large area that requires frugal time management.
More hours are required to provide effective outreach in areas su@sa#so and the lake shore
communities.

Start Date: An earlier start date would allow WSBC community coordinator to provide outreach before
bears emerge from hibernation to prevent early season conflict.
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Goals for 2015
Some of our goals for 2015 should include:

T
1

=A =4 =4 4 =4

Make available and distribute beagsistant garbage bins to those in need.

Develop and executeew outreach programs a cooperative effortvith organizaions such as

the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area, Chamber of Conaaard Creston and District
Community Complex.

Provide greater outreach in surrounding areas such as Yahk, Crawford Bay, Riondekighlmo
Ymir.

Provide educational outreach toore schools

Reduce the amount of orchard related wildlife conflict incidents.

Facilitate frequent garbage collecti@mareas used by tourists

Actively encourage abandoned and unu$edt tree removal to reduce wildlife conflict.

Attend more festivals and events to deliver the WildSafeBC program to a wider demographic of
people.

Continue to work with our local conservation officer to maintain harmony between wildlife and
our community

Develop specialized presentations for organizations such as the Rod and Gun Club, Bagk Cou
Mountaineering clubspower sports clubs to deliver relevant and useful information to these
unigue user groups.

Work with local bear biologist Michael Procto further the effectiveness of our WildSafeBC
program

Engagemore youth involvemenin the WildSafeBC program
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Thank you to everyonkeelping keep wildlife wild and our oumunity safe.

Figure5 WSBCC Providing Outreach at local tourism destination Moyie River Ranch
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