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Executive Summary

This was this auth@ first season as the Nelson Coordindtmrthe WildSafeBC progranilhe
Nelson WildSafeBCommunityCoordinator(WCC])s responsible fodelivering the WildSafeBC
programin the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) management zones E and F.

Theseason began with a Wildlife Hazard assessment that recorded over 140 waste receptacles
city wide Following this thélelsoncoordinator visited and reintroduced the pragn to the

aty, RDCKhe Conservation ficer Srvice campgrounds and local busise This also

involved distributingprogramposters and brochures to campgroundlse visitor center and
businesses associated with outdoor activitids.the summer progressedanvassing included
businesssalong the north shorgespeciallfhoseareasheavily impacted by bear activity

As the season progressed it became evident that bear activity this season was to be
extraordinary. This required a great dealdafor-to-door educationworking closely with, and
largely directed by the ConservatiorifiCersService The increas@én bear activity resulted in
manycalls from the publicgnquiring about how to avoid conflietith wildlife. Thecoordinator

also worked closely with local media organizations to?gét f R { & rfieSsage @ a wider
community The end of the season was marked my multiple visits to various schools in the city
and along the North Shore.
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Wildlife Hazard Assessment

To initiate this season a Wildlife Hazard Assessment was performed for the community of
Nelson. This involved systematically travelling the community, photographing and recording the
GPS location of each waste receptacle. An @ssest was made of each receptacle at the time
and units with areas afoncernwere noted. Owners of such receptacle were contacteaf

the assessment was compleie educate or discuss options for improving thear resistance

of thereceptacle Fruittrees located in areas of concern such as close to school zones were also
recorded.
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Figure2 Typical commercial garbage receptacle
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Bear Activity

2016 was a year of increasbthckbear activitythrough the entire RDCK E and F zorixl 6
recorded overd50bear calls. This is ovéree times higher than the next highest yesince

2014 Black bear activity was not restricted to areas adjacent to green space, but activity was
extent through the entire city. It was not uncommonrceivecomplaints from residents that
had lived decades in the city, who complained that this wasitisetfme they had ever
experiencedbears on or close to their property.
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Grizzly bear activity waalso increased over previous yeaSomplaints involving grizzly bears
were mainlylocated in the Rosemont/Silvieng, Blewettareas, where grizzly beartaaty is
normally experiencedA handful of complaints were made in the greater Nelson area, but
seems to be normal as bears pass through the @rea

2013 2014 2015 2016

Figure7 RAPP Line calls Grizzly Bears 20036
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Presentations

Throughout the summer the Nelson WildSafeBC Program maintained a connection with young
people both at summer camps and after Labour Day in classrooms at various soith8lsy
Scouts Canadaeetings In total, 27 presentations were given.

3 presentation at SPCA summer camp

1 Presentation at Balfour Covenant Chug8immer Camp

6 Presentations at Ecole des Sen#dpins graés Kindergarten to grade 8

7 Presenttions Blewett Elementary Scho#lindergarten to grade 5

5 Presentations Rosemont Elementary Schidwldergarten to grade 5

2 Presentations Hume Elementary Schapbdes 1-2, 2-3

1 Presentation L.V. Rogers High School Aboriginal Stacbhgsam

1 PresentatiorBoyScouts (Cubs) Canada

1 PresentatiorBoy Scouts

(Beavers) Canada .

=4 =4 =4 4 -4 48 -4 -5 -2

Figure8 WildSafeBC presentation
Rosemont Elementary
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Door to Door

Going door to door to educate residents how to avoid conflict with Mélds an important part

of aWildSafeB@oordinators role in the community. It is important on a number of levels. First
it getsthe coordinatorout in the community meeting people, helping the community stay safe.
It also expands a coordinat@knowledge of the community and allovtsem to share this
information withresidents andvildlife officials Thishelps everybody make better decisionat

the start of the season, thNelsoncoordinatorcanvasse@reas adjacent to green space that
likelywould be where issues with wildlife @uld most likely arise. As the summer progressed
the coordinator received more calfrom the public and from the conservatioffioers, which
helped to target areas witgreaterbear activity.85 hours were sperttetween May and
Octoberin doorto-door efforts. Residents were advised in fruit tree management, garbage
management, personal safety techniquasd nan-lethal deterrents

Bear Sighage
The Nelsona@ordinator placed Bear Warning signs as required. Bear signs were placed at the
request ofConservation Officers or when the coordinator learned of bear activity that could be
of concern. Signs were placed in areas whameservatiorofficer's hadset culvert traps, or in
school yards when bear activity had been an issue., Sigas were place at trail heads, such

as the Rail Trail and Mountain Statitsailhead when the coordinator either experienced bear
activity or bears were spotted and reported to
the coordinator. A couplef incidents of note
were when a grizzlydarwasspotted on the
Rail Tail east ofthe Mountain Station Parking
lot (popular area for dog walkingycling, hiking
and joggingandwhen agrizzlybearwas
feeding around the perimeter of the Waldorf
School parkingpt and playground.

Figure9 Bear Sign placed near culvert tra|c
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West KootenayHuman Bear Working Group

The Nelsona@ordinator was involved in the West Kootenay Human Bear Working
GrougHBWG) This group is a multi agenoyganization that worksowards reducing Human
Bea conflict in the West Kootenay regio®mong the part|C|pat|n@rganlzatlonsare the
WildSafeBC Coordinatoo$ the region, the : j

Conservation Officere®vice, biologists for the
Ministry of the Environment, TrarBoarder Grizzly | .
Bear project, and BC Provincial Parks. The HBW( ;
has a active program in distributing Bear Saver, T
bear resistant garbage containers, on a cost sharg¢
basis.6 containers were distributed in the Nelson e
FNBE® ¢KAa gka bStazyQf . &8
could havebeen distributed ifthe stockhad been |
available For thisreason the coordinators are
working towards organizing a resupply for the
following 2017 season.

Figurel0 65 Gallon Bear Saver Bin

Kokanee Creek ProvinciaPark
Kokanee Creek Provincial Park expezezhmuch higher than normal beactivityin 2016.This
seemed to ben line with the increased activity along the North Shore. Beans active in the
park<rampground and over 12 different bears were regularly using the Kokanee Spawning
Channel from migAugust to midSeptember. This presented a challenge for park operators and
WildSafeBC tried to aid in this challenge by
visiting campsites to promote beasafe
behaviour and by working with the park as a bega®
monitor during the Kokanee spawning period. A
This involved talking to park visitors about bear
safety, distributing literature, and ensuring ‘
people maintained a safe distaniem the
feeding bears. The coordinat@alsoaided with
bear monitoringwhile the schooRed ksh
programstook place in the park.

Flgurell Black Bear feedlng on Kokanee Salmon
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Media

WildSafeBC Nelsamorked closely with the media to present the message to the wider
community. The Nelson Star prettthree articles authored by the Nelson coordinator on a
variety of subjects, from managing garbage, efficacy of bear sdyliscussing bear resistant
containers. The Nelson coordinator also appearesewvaal radio programs on 103.5 Juice FM
and the Nelson Gop Radio

Public Displays

WildSafeB@resented numerougublic displays through the summigr Nelson BCBooths

were held at the Cottonwood Market, Baker Streearket, the Ganada Day La Side Park

Expo, andhe Environmental Expo, also at Lakeside PHnk. program also tried a new concept
of a boothat the traihead of the popular Pulpit Rock Trail. Tha®th was run from 11am to
1pmon a weekdayThe numbers of people engaged were about twice that of the Cottonwood
Market, in half the time. This will be expanded in the followyegr.

www.widuhbc.com
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Figure12 WildSafeBC Booth at Environmental Expo
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Objectives for2017

2016 was this coordinat@ first year in this position. It was a good season with a steep learning
curve. Building partnerships and public educational role was a focus for this year, especially
with the increase in bear activity. The coordinator wsto take lessons learned from this year,
and build a strong working relationship with the city of Nelson. The city has made many efforts
to reduce conflict with bears, and WildSafeBC would like to see these efforts continue and
progress to the stage wherthe city has followed the example of other cities in the region
obtainingBear Safe designation.

The coordinator will encourage the city to increase the number of bear resistant garbage
receptacles located in public places. It is noted that thelwdity started to instél | | dzf-a-! f
o0l 3¢ Adorkmérsh Bew park developments, such as the Skate Park and the Fairview
Park.This season shogd that no area of the city was free of bear activétyd WildSafeBC will
encourage the city to expand the number of permanent begistantgarbage receptacles in
public area such as Lakeside Park and dog/ntown area.

Figurel3 Hid-A-Bag garbage receptacle atelson Skate Park
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